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• Last year, more people died than were born in 
nearly a quarter of all U.s. counties.
• For the first time in U.s. history, deaths exceed 
births in an entire U.s. state: West Virginia.
• The primary cause of natural decease is an 
age structure distorted by young adult out-
migration and aging in place.
• rural areas are much more likely than urban 
places to experience natural decrease.
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Figure 1. Natural Decrease in U.S. Counties,  
1950 to 2008
Source: National Center for Health Statistic and Federal State Cooperative  
Population Estimates
Figure 2. Years of Natural Decrease, 1966 to 2009


































































































Figure 3. Age Structure Difference between Natural 
Decrease and all U.S. Counties, 1960 to 2000
Source: U.S. Census 1950 to 2000
Figure 4. Net Migration in Natural Decrease 
Counties, 1950 to 2000
Source: Johnson, et.al. 2005. Demography 44(4): 791-812
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e nDnot e s
1.	This report summarizes and updates my article, “The 
Continuing Incidence of Natural Decrease in American 
Counties,” published in Rural Sociology in March of 2011. 
For information about the data and methods used in this re-
port, reference the article. My Rural Sociology article is one 
of several published to commemorate the work of Calvin 
L. Beale, Senior Demographer at the Economic Research 
Service of the USDA. With more than fifty years of exper-
tise gleaned from pouring over data and his travels to nearly 
every corner of rural America, Mr. Beale was considered 
the Dean of Rural Demography, and he was respected and 
honored by the demographic and rural research community. 
2.	For more information about the influence of minorities on 
U.S. demographic trends, see the following recent Carsey 
publications by Kenneth Johnson and Daniel Lichter: “The 
Changing Faces of America’s Children and Youth” (at www.
carseyinstitute.unh.edu/CarseySearch/search.php?id=50) 
and “Population Growth in New Hispanic Destinations” 
(at www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/CarseySearch/search.
php?id=19). 
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